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Exclusive caps and sweatshirts with Swiss Embroidered emblems. 
Plus! All New Car Window Sign and Lucky-Bear. 


Washable, easy-care cotton/poly blend garments with gifts and we'll ship with a free personalized card in 
patented and licensed emblems that you can't get your name to anyone you like. Designs are available 
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Caps @ $12.99 each (fully adjustable—fits all sizes) 
Sweatshirts @ $19.99 each (sizes: SM, MED, LG, XL) 

Car window sign @ $3.95 each (with suction cup) 

11” Bear with Sweater @ 18.99 each 

BEST BUY! SAVE $6.00. Shirt, Cap, Sign and Bear @ $49.99 
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On The Cover: Curt Jarvis has been an out- 
standing performer for Alabama for four 
years. As a senior he has had the responsi- 
bility of anchoring an inexperienced defen- 


INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE sive line. Although he is most highly 


regarded for his play at nosequard, he has 


also seen considerable duty at both defen- 
sive tackle spots. He’s a winner wherever he 


plays. See Page 16. Bany Fikes Photo 
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Prep Prospects: 


A Look At Alabama Linemen 
Although the headlines may go to the skill position players, victories generally go to the teams with the 
best men in the trenches. The state of Alabama traditionally produces outstanding high school football 
players. Here’s a look at some of the top linemen. Kirk McNair 


Basketball Prospects: 


Cage Search, Part I 
The early basketball signing period is November 9-16 and Alabama Head Coach Wimp Sanderson calls 
this the most critical recruiting year he has faced. The Tide is linked with a number of top prospects, 
Bruce Graham 


Greg Richardson: 

Litle Man Makes Big Plays 12 
Senior split end Greg Richardson has been a big play man for Bama both as a receiver and as a punt 
return specialist, but his only interest is winning games. Kirk McNair 

Curt Jarvis: 

The Perfect Nosequard 16 


Last year Bama noseguard Curt Jarvis had future National Football League performers left and right. This 
year when he looks around he realizes he has to be the leader of the defensive front. Donald F. Staffo 


Mark Gottfried: 

He’ll Toe The (Three-Point) Line 20 
Senior Bama wing guard Mark Gottfried thinks the new three-point line will benefit him personally and 
Alabama as a team. He sees good things in store for Bama this year. Kirk McNair 

Women’s Athletics: 

There’re Some New Kids In Town 23 
Alabama’s 1986-87 women’s basketball team includes eight newcomers, and they’ re not only inexperi- 
enced, they're also small. In the SEC, that could make life tough. Jan Miller 

History Of Alabama Athletics: 

That Championship Season: 1961 24 


Alabama’s first “‘modern”’ national football championship featured a quarterback whose best skill was 
winning and a defense that was stingier than Scrooge. A look at the 1961 Crimson Tide. John Aiello 
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Write or Call for Free Brochure 


Robertson Travel Post, Inc. 


2732 Cahaba Road 
Mountain Brook, Alabama 35253 
(205) 879-0464 
In Alabama, 1-800-228-9109 
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Prep Prospects: 


A Look At Alabama Linemen 


by Kirk McNair 


State has a number of 
preppers who will end up 
in college trenches 


t is inevitable at every level of football that 

most attention is focused on those who 
pass, catch and run with the football. How- 
ever, the success of those functions is gener- 
ally in direct proportion to the work of the 
men up front. If the offensive linemen win 
their individual wars, the offense rolls. If the 
defensive front dominates, it’s a long day for 
the glory boys. 

College football coaches are keenly aware 
of the need to recruit linemen. The state of 
Alabama has outstanding prep coaches, one 
reason the state has traditionally produced 
most of the players for the Crimson Tide. 
Bama coaches are no doubt taking careful 
looks at a number of linemen in the state. 

Although college coaches are prohibited 
from discussing specific prospects (and 
wouldn't even if they could), the names of 
prep performers being considered by various 
colleges are bandied about freely in recruit- 
ing publications, newspaper sports sections, 
and wherever two or more college football 
fans gather. Information for this report comes 
from numerous publications, the prospects 
and their coaches. 

*BAMA’s first report on prep prospects 
deals with the interior linemen, tight ends 
and linebackers in Alabama. Later features 
will spotlight backs and wide receivers of the 
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Paul Butts 


state and outstanding prospects from other 
states. 

This should not be taken as the Crimson 
Tide’s list of prospects, for it certainly in- 
cludes some Bama will not recruit and there 
is a very good chance that a player not in- 
cluded here is being wooed by the Tide. 
Signings may begin February 11. These 
prospects are listed in alphabetical order. 


M: Allison is a 6-6, 245-pound two-way 
tackle for Coach Butch Barker at 
Weaver. He runs a 5.1 40-yard dash and 
bench presses 350 pounds. He is a four-year 
starter in football and has been mentioned 
for all-state honors and was all-county as a 
junior. He finished second in the state last 
year in wrestling and as a discus man on the 
track team. 

Sam Atkins is a 6-5, 260-pound offensive 
tackle for Coach Larry Henderson at Mobile 
Murphy. He is also an outstanding student. 
He is a two-year siarter who bench presses 
over 300, is a member of the 1,000-pound 
club (based on a combination of bench 
press, dead lift and squat) and runs a 5.0 40. 
He was all-area and a member of the Mobile 
Super 22. 

Scott Bolt is a 6-5, 275-pound offensive 
tackle for Coach Steve Savarese at Benjamin 
Russell in Alexander City. He runs a 5.3 40 
and benches 405. He is a three-year starter. 
Scott is also a wrestler who finished third in 
the state last year. 

Mike Brown is a 6-3, 210-pound defensive 
end for Coach Lyle Darnell at Pell City. He 
runs a 4.7 40, benches 325. He is a three- 
year Starter. 

Paul Butts is a 6-3, 260-pound two-way 


Skeet Carns 


tackle for Coach Sheldon Darnell at Child- 
ersburg. He runs a 5.2 40 and bench presses 
395. He is also a member of his school’s 
power lifting team and holds the title of 
strongest man on campus. Paul is a three- 
year starter and is team captain. 

Earl ‘Skeet’? Carnes is a 6-3, 275-pound 
offensive guard and defensive tackle for 
Coach Bill Farrell at Anniston. He runs a 5.1 
40 and benches 340. In addition to being a 
four-year starter in football he has also partic- 
ipated on the track team as a shot put man 
for the past three years. He is his team’s 
captain. 

Todd Childs is a 6-2, 230-pound line- 
backer for Mobile Murphy. He runs a 4.9 40, 
benches over 300 and is a member of the 
1,000-pound club for lifting. He is a two-year 
starter and his team’s second leading tackler 
(averaging over 12 per game). He was all- 
area. He is an outstanding student and pres- 
ident of the senior class. He’s also a top base- 
ball player. 

dames Coachman is a 6-1, 230-pound of- 
fensive guard and linebacker for Coach Jim 
McCain at Cottonwood. He runs a 4.8 40 
and benches 325. He is a four-year starter 
and has served as captain of his team this 
year. He was all-state as a junior and has 
been all-conference first team since the ninth 
grade. He's averaged nine tackles per game 
as a senior. He's also an outstanding pitcher 
and third baseman for the baseball team. 

George Coker is a 6-2, 247-pound offen- 
sive guard for Coach Howard Busby at Mon- 
roe County High School in Monroeville. He 
runs a 5.0 40, benches 335, He is a three- 
year letterman. 

Henry Cox is a 6-2, 245-pound defensive 


if he < 


Bill Cummings 


Darron Dees 


tackle for Coach Santee Gamble at Mobile 
Blount. He runs a 4.8 40 and benches 370. 
He has averaged four tackles per game. A 
three-year starter in football, he also is a shot 
put man in track and field. 

Bill Cummings is a 6-2, 210-pound offen- 
sive tackle and defensive end for Coach 
Buddy Anderson at Vestavia Hills. He runs a 
4.8 40 and benches 300. He is a three-year 
letterman and is captain of his football team. 
He has also lettered two years in wrestling 
and one in track and field. 

Darron Dees is a 6-3, 247-pound center at 
Monroe County. He was named his team’s 
most valuable lineman in 1984. He is a four- 
year letterman who has served as team cap- 
tain. His top game saw him grade 100 per 
cent. 

Phillip Farrell is a 6-3, 217-pound tight end 
and linebacker for Pell City. He runs a 4.5 
40, benches 325. Despite playing on a bad 
ankle, he scored five touchdowns in six 
games. He is a three-year starter. 

Rick Gilchrist is a 6-1, 205-pound defen- 
sive tackle for Coach Spence McCracken at 
Montgomery Lee. He runs a 4.9 40 and 
benches 330. He is a three-year letterman 
who has four times been named player of the 
week and who serves as team captain. 

Billy Glanton is a 6-1, 255-pound offen- 


Ben Holt 


Rick Gilchrist 


Tracy Jordan 
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sive guard and defensive tackle at Cotton- 
wood. He was his team’s most valuable 
defensive lineman as he turned in 127 tac- 
kles and was an honorable mention all-state 
pick as a junior. He runs a 5.0 40 and 
benches 320. He is team captain. 

Thomas Griffin is a 6-1, 222-pound line- 
backer for Coach William Clark at Vigor in 
Prichard. He runs a 4.7 40 and bench 
presses 325. He is a three-time player of the 
week pick and team captain. In his top game 
he was in on 25 tackles and had a pass inter- 
ception. He is a three-year football letterman 
and is also a member of the track team as a 
shot putter. 


1 Y ieee Hall is a 6-4, 225-pound defensive 
end for Coach Mike Battles at Walter 
Wellborn in Anniston. He runs a 4.7 40 and 
benches 285. He is a four-year letterman in 
football and a four-sport man, also partici- 
pating in basketball, baseball and track. He 
has been captain of both his football and bas- 
ketball teams. He has received all-state and 
All-America honors. 

Joel Hamner is a 6-1, 255-pound two-way 
tackle for Coach Gary McDonald at Brooks 
in Killen. He runs a 5.0 40 and benches 325. 
He was a first team all-state selection as a jun- 
ior. He is a three-year letterman and captain 
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Lee Knight 


Joel Hamner 


of his team and has also lettered two years in 
track. 

Ben Holt is a 6-3, 275-pound offensive 
guard for Mobile Murphy. He runs a 4.9 40 
and benches 400 (he won the state champi- 
onship in his weight class in bench pressing). 
In his top performance this year he graded 85 
per cent. 

John Horton is a 6-1 1/2, 285-pound of- 
fensive guard and defensive tackle for Coach 
Michael Shipp at Gadsden. He is a four-year 
letterman, three-year starter. He runs a 5.4 
40, benches 395. He has served as game 
captain this year. He also throws the discus 
and shot for the track team. 

Cary Jackson is a 6-2, 312-pound offen- 
sive tackle for Montgomery Lee. He runs a 
5.1 40, benches 395. He is a three-year let- 
terman and two-year starter on the state’s 
top-ranked team. He was all-state as a junior. 
He is also an outstanding shot put man. 

Al Jacobs is a 6-1, 200-pound linebacker 
for Coach Wayne Trawick at Phenix City 
Central. He runs a 4.65 40. Al is a three-year 
letterman and two-year starter in football and 
three-year starter in basketball and was all- 
area in both sports as a junior. He’s his 
team’s leading tackler, averaging 11 per 
game. 

Mark James is a 6-6, 220-pound defensive 


Gary Larson 


*BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide/NOVEMBER ’86 


Tim Matheny 


end for Coach Tom Calvin at Austin of De- 
catur. He missed the 1985 season because of 
an injury. He runs a 5.0 40. 

Tracy Jordan is a 6-0, 194-pound offen- 
sive tackle and linebacker for Coach Marc 
Rice at Muscle Shoals. He is a cousin of for- 
mer Tide split end Thad Flannagan. He runs 
a 4.9 40 and benches 255. He was all-state 
honorable mention as a junior and was 
player of the week for a game in which he re- 
covered two fumbles and turned in an inter- 
ception. He is team captain in his third year 
of football and he has also lettered three 
years as a catcher on the baseball team. 

Rod Keith is a 6-2, 200-pound inside line- 
backer for Coach John Galloway at Huey- 
town. He is a three-year starter who was all- 
metro as a junior. He has led his team in tac- 
kles, averaging over 12 per game, and also 
turned in three quarterback sacks and caused 
two fumbles. He is team captain. Rod is also 
a catcher on the baseball team. He has a 3.7 
grade point average and a brother, Adrian, is 
a sophomore at Alabama. 

Lee Knight is a 6-3, 220-pound tight end 
and linebacker for Coach Greg Patterson at 
Huntsville. He runs a 4.8 40, benches 280. 
He was all-city as a junior and has been 
player of the week as a senior, his third year 
of football. He’s also lettered two years in 
basketball. He is team captain. 

Terry Langston is a 6-1, 215-pound inside 
linebacker for Coach Alan Pridmore at Gar- 
dendale. he runs a 4.6 40 and benches 275. 
He was a starter at Minor High as a sopho- 
more and has started at Gardendale the past 
two years. He was second team all-county as 
a junior and is his team’s leading tackler this 
year, averaging 10 per game. He has also 
been used at tight end and fullback in special 
situations. Terry also plays basketball and 
baseball. 

Gary Larson is a 6-3, 245-pound two-way 
tackle for Coach Wayland Blake at Selma. 
He runs a 5.0 40, benches 300. He was 
named all-county and his team’s top lineman 


J.D. McDuffie 


as a junior and is a three-year letterman, He 
graded 96 per cent in one game this year, 

Lamar Love is a 6-3, 260-pound defensive 
tackle for Blount. He runs a 4.8 40 and 
benches 312 and is a three-year starter, he is 
his team’s leading tackler, averaging over six 
per game. He has twice been named player 
of the week this year. Lamar is also an honor 
roll student. 

Tim Matheny is a 6-5, 260-pound offen- 
sive guard and defensive tackle for Coach 
Tommy Davis at Mary Montgomery of 


‘ Jason McLellan 


Bob Meeks 


Semmes. He runs a 5.3 40, benches 290. He 
was all-region and player of the week as a 
junior and is a three-year letterman. He 
serves as team captain. He has also lettered 
two years as a shot put man in track. 


eith McCants is a 6-4, 230-pound line- 
backer for Mobile Murphy. He runs a 4.6 
40 and benches over 300 pounds and is a 
member of the 1,000-pound lift club. He is a 
three-year starter who has been all-region 
the past two years and was runnerup for the 
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Cedric Moore 


Creighton Optimist Award as the outstanding 
defensive player as a junior. He is his team’s 
leading tackler, averaging 13 per game, and 
also has two interceptions. He is also a mem- 
ber of the basketball and track teams. 

J.D. McDuffie is a 6-4, 245-pound two- 
way tackle for Coach Vince DiLorenzo at 
Gadsden. He runs a 5.0 40 and benches 
350. Last year he was named his team’s most 
improved junior lineman. He is a three-year 
letterman and is team captain. He has also 
lettered in golf. Several of his cousins have 
played college football and his second cou- 
sin, Jerry Pullen, is a Bama assistant coach. 

Jason McLellan is a 6-4 1/2, 305-pound 
two-way tackle for Mary Montgomery. He 
runs a 5.2 40, benches 385. He was all-re- 
gion both as a sophomore and junior and 
was named offensive lineman of the year as 
a junior. He has also won three letters as a 
shot put man and served as team captain. 


Bob Meeks is a 6-3, 264-pound two-way 
tackle for Coach Willie Ed Farish at Ever- 
green. He runs a 4.9 40, benches 396. He 
was his team’s most valuable offensive line- 
man and player of the week as a junior. He is 
a three-year letterman in both football and 
basketball and captain of both teams. His un- 
cle, Lewis Meeks, played basketball at 
Tuskegee. 

Cedric Moore is a 6-2, 255-pound offen- 
sive tackle and defensive tackle and end for 
Coach Carroll Cox at Jess Lanier in Besse- 
mer. He runs a 4.9 40, benches 305. As a 
junior he received all-metro honors for both 
football and academics. He is a three-year 
letterman and captain of his team. 

Anthony Palmer is a 6-5, 255-pound de- 
fensive tackle for Coach Ed Reed at Tusca- 
loosa Central. He runs a 4.8 40, benches 
315. He is a three-year letterman on one of 
the state’s top teams and has served as cap- 
tain as a senior. His brother is a graduate of 
Alabama and his sister is enrolled at Bama 
now. 
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Anthony Palmer 
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Reggie Parker is a 6-5 1/2, 208-pound 
tight end and defensive end for Coach Billy 
Coleman at Dora, He was a preseason prep 
All-America. He runs a 4.63 40 and benches 
265. He also sees action at split end and in 
the secondary. He is a three-year letterman 
in both football and basketball and captain of 
his football team. 

Steve Ramer is a 6-3, 220-pound tight end 
and inside linebacker for Monroe County. 
He runs a 4.6 40, benches 345, He's a three- 
year starter. His team elects captains each 
week and he has been selected all but one 
week. He was academic all-state last year 
(3.71 grade point average). He has averaged 
11 tackles per game and turned in six inter- 
ceptions, caused five fumbles, recovered 
four and blocked a field goal. 


Fred Sington Ill is a 6-2, 238-pound de- 
fensive tackle at Gadsden. The son and 
grandson of former Tide stars is probably 
most noted for his punting ability. He has av- 
eraged over 44 yards per punt this year, in- 
cluding a 76-yarder and a 78-yarder that is 
the city record. He runs a 5.0 40, benches 
350 and also plays tennis. 

Michael Straughn is a 6-3, 250-pound of- 
fensive tackle and nosequard for Coach 
Gene Ellison at Mountain Brook. He runs a 
5.1 40 and benches 310. He is a three-year 
letterman and team captain. He is also a two- 
year letterman on the weightlifting team. 

George Thornton is a 6-3 1/2, 266-pound 
defensive tackle for Coach Charles Lee at 
Jeff Davis in Montgomery. He runs a 4,49 40 
and bench presses 355. He is a three-year 
starter and serves as a team captain. An all- 
city selection last year, he is his team's lead- 
ing tackler this year. He also participates on 
the track team. 

Perry Thrasher is a 6-6, 220-pound offen- 
sive tackle for Coach Mike Battles at Walter 
Wellborn in Anniston. He also sees occa- 
sional duty in the defensive line. He bench 
presses 245. He is a three-year letterman and 


Michael Straughn 


Steve Webb 


two-year starter. He also plays basketball. 

Steve Webb is a 6-3, 230-pound two-way 
tackle for Coach Woody Clements at Holt. 
He runs a 4.7 40. Steve is generally consid- 
ered the state’s number one prospect, in no 
small part because he is academically strong. 
He is a three-year starter and was named to 
all-state and Super 11 West Alabama teams 
as a junior. He serves as team captain. He 
also plays basketball. 

Jon Wilson is a 6-6, 235-pound tight end 
and linebacker and defensive tackle for 
Coach David Hogan at Haleyville. He’s a 
cousin of Tide freshman Byron Holdbrooks. 
He runs a 4.87 and benches 315. He is a 
three-year letterman in football and also 
plays basketball and is captain of both teams. 
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Basketball Prospects: 


by Bruce Graham 


In a critical recruiting year 
Tide has been linked to 
many prep stars 


labama Head Basketball Coach Wimp 

Sanderson calls this a critical recruiting 
year. Basketball signing season is divided 
into two parts, a preseason period November 
9-16, a later spring period. 

With Alabama losing four senior perimeter 
players (starters Terry Coner, Mark Gottfried 
and Jim Farmer and top backup J.J. dJack- 
son) to graduation, that area is top priority. 
Here’s a look at some of the leading pros- 
pects in Alabama and a few others whose 
names have been linked with the Tide in var- 
ious publications. Information on these play- 
ers came from their coaches and other 
publications and it should not be taken as 
Alabama’s recruiting list. 

Bryant Lancaster (6-4, 190) really caught 
the recruiters’ eyes at the highly-regarded BC 
Camp last summer as he was selected as one 
of the top ten participants. Last year he av- 
eraged 18.8 points, 8.0 rebounds and 3.2 as- 
sists per game for Coach Richard Carter. His 
team went 23-10 and he earned all-state and 
all-state tournament honors. He was recently 
named to the McDonald’s All-America team. 

Birmingham, long a basketball gold mine, 
features of couple of guards who have 
earned recruiting attention, Roosevelt Powell 
of Hayes and Ermesi Brown of Jackson-Olin. 

Powell (6-2, 190) is considered one of the 
best athletes in Hayes’ history. As a freshman 
he played baseball and led his team in hitting 
(.445) and runs batted in. As a senior he 
wanted to help his football team, which had 
a 45-game losing streak. He went out for the 
team and caught a touchdown pass as Hayes 
broke its losing streak in the opening game. 
He caught another touchdown pass the next 
week, then retired his cleats to get ready for 
basketball season. Last year he averaged 
16.8 points, 11.2 rebounds and 3.5 assists 
per game. 

Alabama has connections with Jackson- 
Olin, including former Bama star Reggie 
“Mule” King, current Tider Michael Ansley, 
and even current J-O Coach Eddie Cauthen, 
who played briefly at Alabama before injuries 


Bryant Lancaster, a 6-4 guard from Valley High of Fairfax, is one of the state’s top basketball 
prospects. 


shortened his career. Brown (6-1, 170) is ex- 
tremely quick and was recognized as one of 
the nation’s top twenty point guards at the 
BC Camp. Last year he averaged 15.3 
points, 5.3 assists and 4.1 rebounds on his 
way to making all-metro and all-state tour- 
nament teams. 

Brown is not the only prospect at Jackson- 
Olin. Marvin Ray Johnson (6-5, 195) might 
have had to choose between football and 
basketball had he not given up football his 
senior season. He was an outstanding line- 
backer. Last year he averaged 19.3 points 
and 11.6 rebounds and handles the ball well 
enough to play on the perimeter. 
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It may be that no Alabama high school 
team in any sport has the tradition Parker has 
in basketball. Wendell Hudson, Robert 
Scott, Eddie Phillips and current Tider Wil- 
liam DeVaughn are among those who have 
made their way from Coach Cap Brown’s 
program to Bama. This year’s star for the 
Thundering Herd is Zane Arnold (6-7, 215), 
who has been listed among the nation’s elite 
senior players. As a junior he averaged 21.2 
points and 8.3 rebounds and was named all- 
state. 

Livingston is another prep program from 
which Alabama has benefitted, former Tiders 
Phillip Lockett and Cliff Windham coming 
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Elliot Perry (00) of Memphis was all-state last year as he was the top prep scorer in Tennessee. 
Memphis Commercial Appeal Photo 


from Coach Nelson Hughes’ program. This 
year his team is led by Marcus Campbell (6- 
7, 220), who averaged 21 points and 18 re- 
bounds per game last year. He hit 51 percent 
from the field, 75 percent of his free throws. 
He was all-state and team most valuable 
player on a team that lost only two game. Ad- 
ditionally, he’s an honor student. 

One spot from which Alabama would not 
be expected to have much recruiting success 
is Auburn High School, and that’s where a 
handful of prospects are operating this year. 
Chris Brandt is a 6-8 lefthander whose father 
is an Auburn University professor. Neville 
Austin is a 6-10 exchange student from the 
Virgin Islands. Both are expected to sign with 
their hometown university. William Neloms, 
a 6-7 leaper, may leave town, however, as 
will Melvin Spinks, a 6-5 small forward. 

labama’s name has also surfaced with a 
few out-of-state prospects. 

In Georgia, the Tide is said to be on the 
shopping lists of Dale Davis, a 6-9 1/2, 240- 
pound center from Toccoa Stephens 
County; Calvin Ward, a 6-1 guard from Col- 
lege Park; Gary Waites, a 6-1 quard from De- 
catur Towers; and Anthony Haynes, a 6-2 
guard from Macon. 

Elliot Perry of Memphis Treadwell is a 6-1 
guard who was the number one scorer in 
Tennessee last year, averaging 31.9 points 
per game while dishing out 4.1 assists per 


outing. He’s a good student who has his 
choice of schools. 

Cameron Burns of East Flora, Mississippi, 
is a 6-7 inside player who averaged 21 points 
per game last year. 

It seems unlikely that anyone could go into 
Louisiana and get any of the top players con- 
sidering the success LSU has had and the job 
former Tide assistants Benny Deas and Art 
Tolis are‘doing at New Orleans, but Bama 
has been mentioned with the state’s top 
prospect, 6-7 forward Melvin Cheatum of 
Winnsboro, and with 6-0 point guard Mi- 
chael Hardin of Southern Lab High in Baton 
Rouge. 

The height of futility would seem to be 
going into Kentucky and getting a good 
player, but Kentucky and Louisville can re- 
cruit nationally and overlook some of the 
prospects in the Bluegrass State. Rumor has 
it that 6-7 perimeter player John Pelphrey of 
Paintsville might leave home. 

Several South Carolinians have been 
mentioned with Alabama, including 6-5 for- 
ward Terry Acox of Columbia, 6-6 forward 
Don Mathews of West Florence, 6-5 wing 
guard Tracy Garrick of Lower Richland and 
6-4 wing guard Barry Manning of Eau Claire. 

Going way away, 6-4 wing guard Jesse 
Hall of Venice, Illinois, is reportedly consid- 
ering Alabama, along with Michigan State, 
Purdue, Missouri and Iowa State. 
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Greg Richardson: 


Little Man Makes Big Plays 


by Kirk McNair 


Tide’s senior split end uses 
speed to turn in the 
game-breakers 


enerally speaking, three things college 

football fans want to know about col- 
lege football players (and prospects) are 
height, weight and speed. All too often the 
true numbers are never given. That's partly 
because the numbers are exaggerated during 
the recruiting process, partly because they 
are guarded secrets by college coaches. 

For instance, Alabama senior split end 
Greg Richardson is listed at 59". Ha! He’s no 
more than 5'8%4". He's also listed as 166 
pounds. Well, it's not as bad as 250-pound 
Howard Cross being listed at 225, but Greg 
is up to 168. 

As for speed, Greg is an open book. He 
has to be, because he also runs track, where 
the times are posted. And good times they 
are. He ran the 100 meters in 10.36 in finish- 
ing sixth in last year’s Southeastern Confer- 
ence Outdoor Track and Field 
Championships (he was first among football 
players running track). He ran 20.98 in post- 
ing another sixth in the 200, And he had 
posted a 6.29 in the 60 during indoor season. 
And Alabama football coaches know that he 
consistently runs a 4.3 in the 40-yard dash, 
which is the most commonly measured dis- 
tance for that sport. 

Track is nothing new to Greg, although he 
had been away from it a few years before 
going out last spring when Bama Head 
Coach Ray Perkins gave him permission to 
miss spring football practice. Throughout 
high schoo! at Williamson High in Mobile he 
was a two-sport man. “I'd practice track, 
then go to football practice in the spring,”’ he 
said, ‘'] think it helped me with my speed and 
my endurance.”’ In the summers he ran in 
summer league national competition, post- 
ing second places in both 100 and 200 meter 
dashes in two prestigious meets in 1983, the 
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Golden West in Sacremento, Califomia, and 
the Golden South in Orlando, Florida. 

He was considered one of the nation’s top 
prospects in both sports and selected Ala- 
bama for football. “Alabama was always my 
team, although | followed Auburn too since 
they were in-state,’* said Greg. “‘I picked Ala- 
bama because Coach Perkins was bringing 
the pro set in and I thought it would give me 
my best chance.”’ He has certainly made the 
most of the opportunity both as a wide re- 
ceiver and as a punt return specialist. “I like 
to think it’s paid off,” he said of his decision. 

dody Allen, who is coaching Alabama's 
wide receivers this year, puts Richardson's 
speed as his number one attribute. “It ena- 
bles him to do a lot of things and puts real 
pressure on a defensive back,” said Allen. 


ichardson has become one of Alabama's 

big play performers, averaging about 20 
yards per pass reception and 10 yards per 
punt return throughout his career. Although 
perhaps overshadowed at times by his fellow 
senior wide receiver, flanker Al Bell, Greg 
sees the two of them as a team within the 
team. “‘I think we've got the kind of talent 
that gives a defense problems,’’ he said of the 
receiving corps. “They can’t double cover 
both of us, so we complement each other. If 
they double cover me, Al is going to be open. 
If they double cover him, I'm going to be 
open.” 

Coach Allen, who took over wide receivers 
this year when David Rader left Bama with 
new Mississippi State Head Coach Rockey 
Felker, notes the presence of Bell helps Rich- 
ardson and the presence of them both helps 
Allen. ‘I couldn’t have asked for much more 
than Al and Greg in taking over new coach- 
ing responsibilities,"’ said Allen. ‘‘For one 
thing they already know a lot of the little 
things. For another they are very coachable. 
And, finally, you know they are both going to 
show up and give their very best every day.” 
He says that Bell probably draws most of the 
double coverage from opponents, which has 
given Greg “‘a little more room.”’ 

Richardson acknowledges that defenses 
try to disguise their coverages so that it’s not 


apparent where the double coverage will be. 
“We all do a lot of film study trying to pick up 
those coverages,” he said. “Then you have 
to give credit to Mike (quarterback Shula). 
He knows how to pick up those reads and get 
the ball to the open man. He's done it for two 
years.” 

Richardson has been making big plays for 
four years, including some of the most mem- 
orable in Bama history. In the minds of Ala- 
bama fans it would be tough to decide which 
was the biggest play between one scoring, 
one nonscoring. The scoring was the open- 
ing touchdown against Notre Dame this year, 
a 66-yard punt return that started the Tide to 
a 28-10 victory. The nonscoring was a 19- 
yard reception (and scamper out of bounds 
with a defender hanging onto him) with six 
seconds remaining against Auburn last year. 
That play was followed by an Alabama all- 
timer, Van Tiffin’s 52-yard field goal with 
00:00 to give Bama a 25-23 victory over the 
War Eagles. 

Richardson's punt return against Notre 
Dame (two days before his 22nd birthday) 
reminded him of his most memorable play— 
a 62-yard punt return for a touchdown 
against Ole Miss his freshman season—and 
the return against the Irish now ranks with his 
first one. 

“It was the first one I'd had (on a punt re- 
tum) since the one against Ole Miss, and of 
course it was in a big game on national tele- 
vision,” he said. “We'd worked hard on our 
punt return game that week. I look at punt re- 
turning as a challenge to me to make some- 
thing happen, which is a challenge I enjoy, | 
hoped before the game | could get us into 
good field position.” There’s no field position 
like the end zone. “I thought I was going to 
be trapped,” remembered Richardson, “‘but 
one of their men missed me and | was able to 
slip outside. We had a left return on, so when 
I reached the sidelines I had a wall, As I went 
down the sidelines I saw Cornelius (Bennett) 
going after the last man, their punter. When 
I saw that I knew it was a touchdown. | know 
that no one's going to go through Cornelius. 

“Coincidentally, Cornelius threw the last 
block on the punt return against Ole Miss. It 
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was the first time | had ever returned a punt 
and it was supposed to be a right return. But 
I got hit and spun around and turned it into a 
left return. | think that one will always stand 
out since it was the first one.”’ 

Richardson ranked among the Southeast- 
ern Conference leaders in punt returns as a 
freshman, returning 30 for 236 yards. As a 
receiver he caught seven passes for 167 
yards and one touchdown, a 36-yarder from 
Walter Lewis against Memphis State. 

His big play play continued as a sopho- 
more in Bama’s disastrous 5-6 season. He 
was Bama's leading receiver with 22 catches 
for 357 yards, and had three touchdowns— 
a 68-yarder in the final minute of the first half 
against Tennessee, a 67-yarder for the win- 
ning points against Mississippi State, and a 
34-yarder at Cincinnati. He also led Bama in 
punt returns with 36 for 235 yards. 

Richardson's big play heroics last year 
were sometimes overshadowed by others, 
but they were critical nonetheless. In the 
opener against Georgia he caught only two 
passes for 32 yards, but both came in the fi- 
nal 50 seconds as Shula took the team down- 
field to the winning points (hitting Bell for the 
score). Although big plays weren't needed in 
Bama’s 45-10 win over Cincinnati, the 56- 
yard bomb to start the game set up a short 
touchdown and excited the Bama home 
crowd. Again it wasn’t needed, but his touch- 
down reception against Memphis State was 
the first of a record four TDs Shula would 
throw. He also had a crucial reception to 
keep a drive alive in Bama’s come-from-be- 
hind win over Southern Miss. 

But the biggest came against Auburn. Ala- 
bama was fighting the odds with 15 seconds 
to play. Shula dropped back in the pocket 
and waited for what seemed like a minute be- 
fore he fired across the middle. Streaking 
across was Richardson, who took it in, 
glanced downfield, then scrambled to get out 
of bounds at the 35. The 21-yard catch was 
his only pass reception of the day. When Tif- 
fin’s 52-yard field goal was good, Richard- 
son's play took on added significance. “I 
think that play gave Greg a lot of confi- 
dence,”’ said Allen. “‘When he catches a ball 
now he’s not thinking ‘Thank goodness | 
caught it,” he’s thinking ‘Now I’ve caught it, 
let's see what I can do with it.’ ”’ 

That reception was not Greg's only big 
play of the Auburn game. He also set up an- 
other Tiffin field goal when he returned a 
punt 62 yards to the Auburn 13. 


| 2 jevapeces will end his Alabama career 
this season with his name dotting the 
Crimson Tide record book. He’s already es- 
tablished a Bama record for punt returns 
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(and is closing on the SEC mark) and has a 
shot at Willie Shelby’s 1975 single season re- 
cord of 45 (also the SEC record. Kick return- 
ing is a function of defense: a good defense 
gives the punt return man record opportuni- 
ties, a bad defense gives the kickoff return 
man those chances). ‘Coach (Joe) Kines has 
put a lot of emphasis on Greg’s punt return- 
ing,”’ said Allen, ‘‘and he’s done a super job 
of it.” 

Although he won't take over the top spot 
in any pass receiving categories, he has 
moved up the top ten list, passing, among 
others, Ray Perkins. 

One reason he won’t have incredible re- 
ceiving numbers is the presence of other top 
Bama receivers, notably Bell. But a primary 
reason Alabama’s offensive philosophy of 
establishing the running game, then running 
it until it’s stopped. 

“It’s no secret that we’re going to run the 
football,’”’ said Richardson, “‘but we'll also 
mix it up to keep the defenses honest. And 
when we throw is often when we get a lot of 
big plays.” 

When Alabama doesn’t throw Richardson 
has blocking responsibilities. ‘We work hard 
on our blocking and I think that’s paid off,” 
said Richardson. ‘I’m not big enough to kill 
"em, but I can stalk them and get in their way 
and get the job done.” Allen agrees that his 
diminutive wideout isn’t likely to bowl over 
defenders, not even defensive backs, ‘‘but 
Greg has done a good job of cutting them 
down, and defensive backs are usually great 
athletes who are hard to get to.” 

Allen pointed out that Bama wide receiv- 
ers get better as blockers as the season goes 
along. ‘‘Our first responsibility is the passing 
game, because that’s the main contribution 
we’re going to make to the team,”’ he said. 
“And it takes a while to get the passing game 
in. But after the first few games we realized 
we needed to do a better job on our blocking 
and they have worked hard at it.” 


ichardson thinks his senior year has been 

his best one “‘because I’ve made weekly 
progress,”’ but when attention is turned to his 
individual achievements he quickly puts 
them in team context. ‘‘My biggest concern is 
to contribute to the team, try to help us win. 
We came into this season with ambitious 
goals and my job is to help in any way I can 
to achieve them.” 

Allen thinks Richardson has improved, 
too. “I didn’t coach him last year, or even last 
spring, but | was certainly aware of his per- 
formance prior to this year and | think he’s 
having his best season this year,”’ said Allen. 
“‘He’s concentrating very hard, both on the 
field and off. He studies hard and when the 
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Alabama senior split end Greg Richardson has been a big play Tider both as a wide receiver 


and a punt return specialist. 


game comes it’s almost second nature to him 
because he’s already gone over all the cir- 
cumstances in practice and in his head. 

“That may be because it’s his senior year 
and his last time around at Alabama.” 

Richardson has been effective at the wide 
receiver's most difficult assignment this year. 
“Going across the middle takes courage be- 
cause you know you are going to get hit,” 
says Richardson. ‘‘The primary goal on that 
kind of play is to make sure you catch the 
football. But I also feel | have a responsibility 
to get yards after I catch it. 

“If | had to name one area in which I’ve 
improved the most it’s in being more consist- 
ent catching the football across the middle 
and in crowds.” 


Barry Fikes Photo 


Richardson has goals beyond this season. 
He grew up within a few blocks of Mobile’s 
Ladd Stadium, site of the Senior Bowl—the 
showcase for upcoming National Football 
League talent. As a prep star he played many 
games in Ladd Stadium and he’s also been a 
spectator at a number of Senior Bowls. He 
hopes to play in the 1987 classic. Beyond 
that he plans to run track again for Alabama. 
And he hopes that this time next year he’s 
playing football in the NFL, preferably for the 
Dallas Cowboys, his favorite team. Following 
his playing career he hopes to coach. 

But for now his goals are clear cut team 
goals. And if they are realized, it will almost 
certainly be in large part to the little man who 
makes big plays. 
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Jarvis: 


The Perfect 
Noseguard 


by Donald F. Staffo 


The lone returnee in 
Alabama's defensive front 
is having another great 
season 


Ae who has doubts about the talent 
on Alabama’s defensive line last year 
didn’t see the National Football League draft. 
Left tackle Jon Hand went to Indianapolis in 
the first round, while co-first teamers on the 
right side Larry Roberts (second round by 
San Francisco) and Brent Sowell (Miami in 
the sixth round) were only slightly less highly 
regarded. So, in Alabama’s defense of three 
down linemen, that left nosequard Curt Jar- 
vis as the lone returnee. 

“Last year I felt a lot more comfortable 
knowing that I had a couple of million dollars 
worth of talent standing on either side of 
me,” Jarvis said. ‘‘But the guys we have this 
year (Anthony Smith, Derrick Slaughter, 
Tommy Cole, Derrick Rushton have been 
the primary participants at tackle) are doinga 
great job. They’re fighters and they put a lot 
of pride into it.” 

Jarvis, a first team All-Southeastern Con- 
ference performer last year, is destined to 
join his former teammates in the play-for-pay 
circuit next year. But for now, he’s the vet- 
eran and leader of a relatively inexperienced 
Crimson Tide defensive line. Jarvis acknowl- 
edges his role on the defensive front. ““Be- 
cause I’ve been there so long, | kind of 
looked at myself as the leader,” said Jarvis, a 
senior noseguard/tackle who has started for 
the Tide since midway through his freshman 
year in 1983. “Last year if | had a question, 
I'd ask Jon (Hand). But this year, based on 
my experience, I have to put the blame on 
myself if something goes wrong because | 
feel that I should know the defense.” 

Jarvis gets extra attention from opposing 
offensive linemen, but he doesn’t lay that at 


Alabama noseguard/defensive tackle Curt 
Jarvis (95) doesn’t really ‘“‘see action.”’ 
Where he plays there’s not much time to 
see, just react. Barry Fikes Photo 
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the doorstep of his reputation or his experi- 
ence. ‘‘Every noseguard in the country gets 
double-teamed or triple-teamed,”’ he said. 
“But,"' he added, “‘if they don’t give atten- 
tion to the other guys we've got, they are 
going to get hurt. They (his teammates) may 
not make the big plays Jon and Larry and 
Brent made, but they won't get us beat, 
either. That's why there’s no more pressure 
on me this year, If there’s any difference for 
me this year it's that I'm trying to concentrate 
more and | need to know a little more since 
I'm playing a lot at tackle.”’ 

Although tackle is not a totally new posi- 
tion for him, he has seen more duty at that 
spot this year than last season, ‘We feel we 
can win with Curt at either nosequard or tac- 
kle,”’ says Mike Dubose, the Tide’s defensive 
line coach. ‘‘We try to put the three best line- 
men on the field each week, If two or three of 
those are from our noseguard corps (Jarvis, 
Cliff Thomas and Willie Wyatt), then Curt 
will play tackle. If two of them are tackles, 
Curt will play nosequard.” The one constant 
in that rotation is that Jarvis will be one of the 
three on the front wall unless he is injured. 

“I feel more comfortable at noseguard be- 
cause | played there in high school and most 
of my time here has been spentat nose,”’ said 
Jarvis. “I feel more at home there. | feel | 
know what every center will try to do. That 
comes from experience. Because of that | 
feel I'm better at nose. And sizewise, I'm built 
more for nosequard,”’ 

His performance at the position face-to- 
face with opposing centers has excited Head 
Coach Ray Perkins to say ‘‘If there’s a better 
nosequard in the country I'd like to see him. 
He’s the perfect noseguard.”’ Going into this 
season’s opener, the Kickoff Classic against 
Ohio State, much was made from the Buck- 
eyes’ camp of the battle within the battle, 
Ohio State's center, Bob Maggs, going 
against Jarvis. The intimation was that as 
went the 6'5", 287-pound Maggs, so would 
go Ohio State. Jarvis, even though only 6'2", 
265, more than held his own as Bama won 
the line of scrimmage. 

Bien realizes that nosequard is his best po- 

sition and that if he played there exclu- 
sively it might help his chances for All- 
America, or for being a higher NFL draft pick, 
both of which would translate into a more lu- 
crative financial offer. But that doesn’t con- 
cern him. 

“Curt is a very unselfish player,” states 
Dubose. ‘‘He puts the tearm ahead of himself. 
He's willing to play where we need him. If we 
needed him in the offensive line, he'd play 
there too. The pros recognize that also, Curt 
is a winner. He will find a way to win for 
you.” 

18 


Mike Dubose 


Jarvis assesses his strengths and weak- 
nesses; ‘‘I don’t want this to sound like I'm 
bragging or anything, but I think I can play 
against the run as well as anybody. Now my 
pass rush is not very good at all.”’ 

Dubose put it this way. “His strength right 
now is his God-given ability. Curt has ideal 
size for a noseguard. At 6'2", his height al- 
lows him to have natural leverage on the 
blocker. He has quick feet, excellent eyes, 
and a defensive temperament. Defense is 
based on sight, movement, and contact and 
Curt meets all the criteria, | don’t think any 
team will play Curt one on one. He's too 
good a football player for that. But his great- 
est attribute is his desire to be a great football 
player. When he lines up on the field it’s all 
work to him. He plays on Saturday like he 
practices during the week. 

“He's a lot like Jon Hand was last year,” 
continued Dubose. ‘He has the ability and 
tools to be a good pass rusher, but he de- 
pends too much on power, He doesn’t use 
his hands or quickness enough.” 

Although the right size for a nosequard, 
Jarvis is considered small for a tackle. He 
says that a tackle also has more responsibility 
and more to think about. “That's why you 
back the tackle off the ball,”’ he said. 
“There's more pressure on you. At nose, you 
mostly just react,”’ 

Regardless, no matter where he plays this 
season, because he is the only experienced 
member of his unit, Jarvis has more respon- 
sibility, He’s had to take on more of a lead- 
ership role and he’s handled it very well. 
“He's making the calls at the line of scrim- 
mage that Jon made for us last year,"’ stated 
Dubose. 

But it goes beyond that. *'A leader is hard 


to define,”’ said Anthony Smith, one of the 
Tide's tackles. “You don’t want someone 
who's always trying to tell you something, 
and Curt doesn’t. It’s more like he shares 
things with us. You can talk to Curt about 
anything. Without a doubt, he’s a leader. But 
he’s more like a brother. I really feel that way 
too. He’s something else.” 

It is obvious that Jarvis has made an im- 
pact on the sophomore. ‘Sometimes you 
might worry about people at other posi- 
tions,’ Smith said, ‘‘but | don’t worry about 
Curt. If he doesn’t practice, it scares me 
sometimes. You can get guys to take his 
place, but it’s still not him, It’s his personality 
and his voice—not just what he says, but also 
the way he says it. 

“Last year, for example, Jon Hand was so 
quiet. Sometimes I'd be afraid to talk to him. 
Curt is a lot easier to talk to. It’s the first time 
I've been this close to someone on a team- 
mate basis. The only time | see Curt is on the 
field, but then it (the rapport) is automatic,”’ 

Derrick Slaughter, another tackle, said that 
Jarvis helps others understand what needs to 
be done. He said that Jarvis not only leads by 
example, ‘‘but just having him on the field 
gives you confidence. He’s a 110 percenter. 
He gives you everything on every snap. He 
controls the middle. You couldn't ask for a 
better nosequard.”” 


he defensive line suffered perhaps more 

of a tragedy than any other segment of 
the team when Willie Ryles, a 6'4", 255- 
pound tackle, collapsed during preseason 
practice and died due to a subdural hema- 
toma (blood clot on the brain). Jarvis may 
have been the first to realize something seri- 
ous was the matter. 

“T saw him lying there and at first | thought 
it was a ‘stringer’ (a pinched nerve),” recalled 
Jarvis. ‘‘But then I saw the helicopter from 
the airport heading in the direction of the 
hospital and | began thinking something 
might be very bad. That really affected me to 
lose a teammate.” 

According to Dubose, going into the sea- 
son and during the first week of fall practice, 
Ryles was the best defensive tackle and sec- 
ond best defensive lineman (behind Jarvis) 
on the team. ‘‘From that standpoint, it hurt us 
a great deal,"’ stated Dubose. ‘‘But it also 
hurt us as a group because we lost a friend. 
The overall effect is that it has brought us 
closer together and has made us realize how 
lucky and fortunate we are. If we realize that 
and approach it in the right way, we're going 
to get better every day.”’ 

Without Ryles, the others have had to pick 
up the slack. ‘‘Smith has speed and runs ex- 
tremely well,’ said Dubose. ‘‘He has excel- 
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Curt Jarvis has everything it takes to be an outstanding football player—size, speed, strength, vision and dedication. And he’s made good use 


of those attributes. 


lent quickness when he uses it. His weakness 
is inexperience. Slaughter’s greatest asset is 
his ability to play the run. At 6’0", his height 
gives him leverage on blockers, but it hurts 
him in the pass rush.” 

However, in Bama’s scheme of things 
where players battle for positions from week 
to week with Jarvis being the stabilizer, Cliff 
Thomas and Tommy Cole started against 
Florida. ‘‘They practiced well and deserved 
to play,” said Dubose. 

Behind them are Derrick Rushton and Wil- 
lie Wyatt. 

“Everyone is improving,’’ stated Dubose, 
“but we've only had one consistent winner, 
and that’s Curt. The others have played well, 
but only in spots.” 

In comparing this year’s defensive line with 
the all-star cast of last year Dubose said, “‘in 
terms of physical ability, we don’t have the 
height, speed, or size we had last year. But 
the work habits, attitude, and desire to be an 
outstanding unit are as good or better than 
last year’s group. The difference is that last 
year’s group played together for three or four 
years. Curt is the only experienced player 
this year.” 


This year’s defensive line does not com- 
pare to last year’s statistically, but that 
doesn’t concern Dubose. “‘I’m not real big on 
stats. The big thing is to line up and win, and 
to get your younger players in the game so 
that they get some experience. However, 
when you do that, the statistics change 
some.” 

They also change, depending if Jarvis is in 
or out of the game. Last year he compiled 53 
total hits, including 31 solo stops and the year 
before led the Tide in quarterback sacks (six 
for 35 yards in losses) and tackles for losses 
(seven for 16 yards). His best game, how- 
ever, came in the 17-15 win over Auburn 
when he made 13 tackles and earned SEC 
“Defensive Player of the Week’’ honors. The 
year before, Jarvis was named ‘‘Most Out- 
standing Freshman Noseguard” by USA 
Today. 

Consequently, when he’s out it makes a 
difference. ‘‘Against Southern Mississippi, 
we missed him,”’ said Smith, who also has 
been hampered by a series of injuries. “But 
we still had to get the job done. Just having 
him on the sideline helped though. He gave 
us encouragement.” 
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Jarvis still is bothered by the pinched nerve 
in his neck, what Dubose calls “‘the burns.” 
“It’s as well as it’s going to be,” the coach 
said, ‘‘so he’s got to be able to play with it. It 
hasn't affected his play in games, but it does 
determine what he can or cannot do in 
practice.” 

In addition to the Southern Mississippi 
game, Jarvis missed the Mississippi State 
game last year. ‘‘I was in street clothes for 
Mississippi State, but I dressed out for South- 
ern Mississippi. That meant I was only a step 
away from going into the game, so that made 
it harder. It really hurts to have to sit and 
watch,” said Jarvis, a criminal justice major 
from Gardendale who wants to do investi- 
gative work for the FBI or CIA. 

But Jarvis also knows that before that and 
barring unforseen injury, he’s got a possible 
pro football career to look forward to. “I’m 
not expecting it, but I know it can happen,” 
he modestly says. “I’m just going to work 
hard and hope for the best.”’ 

The best, in this case, is that Jarvis will help 
lead Alabama to the National Championship 
and then join his defensive teammates from 
a year ago in the NFL. 
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Mark Gottfried: 


ee 


He'll Toe The (Three-Point) Line 


by Kirk McNair 


Tide's senior wing guard 
sees new rule as help to 
Bama basketball 


M2" Gottfried has completed his under- 
graduate degree, making him a rare 
graduate student playing college basketball 
this year. The senior (in eligibility) wing quard 
from Mobile is now working on his master's 
degree in sports administration. And he’s 
glad the administrators of NCAA basketball 
put in a new rule this year, the opportunity 
for a three-point field goal. 

Three-point field goals have been an ex- 
perimental part of college basketball in sev- 
eral leaques for a few years. This year every 
NCAA game will be played on a court with a 
semicircle painted on it 19 feet 9 inches from 
the basket (a free throw is from 15 feet), 
Shots made from beyond this line will count 
three points. 

“I'm real anxious to get this season started 
and use the three-point rule because that’s 
something that can be an advantage for us as 
a team and for my style of play individually,” 
he said. “I think the three-point play will be 
useful to those teams that really use it intelli- 
gently. For instance, the (Boston) Celtics 
have it as a regular part of their fast break of- 
fense, setting a guy out on the line they can 
kick the ball off to for a shot that’s usually not 
contested. | think the teams that use it wisely 
will got a lot out of it. The teams that don’t 
have a plan or a purpose for using it through- 
out the game, the ones who think it's just a 
device for catching up at the end of a game, 
won't get much out of it.”’ 

Gottfried has already had exposure to the 
three-point shot, in the Birmingham Summer 
League. There has been a great deal of criti- 
cism that the shot is not long enough to be 
worth three points. Gottfried doesn't agree. 
“T'd say it’s about the distance that some col- 
lege coaches think you are taking a reason- 
able shot and some think you are taking one 
that is too long,” he said. ‘In Birmingham 
there were times | felt it was a long shot and 
there were times where it seemed like a nor- 
mal shot in the flow of things.’ The differ- 
ence was almost certainly the circumstances 
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under which it was being made, Gottfried 
agreed. “‘If it's late in the game and you're 
trying to use it to catch up, the opponent 
knows what you're trying to do and he’s 
going to come out and crowd you a little 
more, That tends to make you back up even 
further.” 

Gottfried proved to be the best of the 
Summer Leaguers from 19-9 ina three-point 
range shooting exhibition. Participants took 
two shots from each of five spots around the 
perimeter with the top performers advancing 
to the next round. It took three rounds for a 
winner to emerge. Gottfried hit eight of ten 
on his first two rounds, then captured the 
championship with a ten for ten 
performance, 

Of course none of the participants was 
being guarded in the shooting exhibition. 
Gottfried sees the three-point rule having an 
effect on the way defense is played under 
threat of three-point pops. 

Last year Alabama's three primary players 
at the guard position—Gottfried at wing, 
Terry Coner at point and J.J. Jackson at beth 
positions—all shot just over 48 percent from 
the field. However, Gottfried probably had 
more from what will be three-point range this 
year than the others. 

“It's going to make the defenses come out 
further, which will probably be an advantage 
for a team like ours,” said Gottfried. ‘From 
an offensive standpoint, we like to take it in- 
side and they will have to decide whether to 
keep on packing it in and let us have the 
three-point opportunity or come out and 
guard us and make it easier for us to get itin. 
Teams that have played a lot of zone will 
have to make an adjustment. Teams which 
traditionally play man, like we do, and have 
the people who can do that will be at an ad- 
vantage.”’ Which is not to say it will be easy. 
“T can already imagine what it's going to be 
like to go out on people like Andrew Moten 
and Joe Lawrence at Florida,” 

Alabama Head Coach Wimp Sanderson 
notes ‘We're not going to live or die by the 
three-point play. We will take the shot when 
we have it and we have some who can make 
it. 've never believed in jacking it up. but 
then 19-9 is not really jacking range.” 


ottfried does not necessarily see the new 
rule as changing the order of things in 


the Southeastern Conference. “I see Ken- 
tucky, Auburm and us as the favorites, but I 
think Florida will be good, too,” he said. 
“And, really, our league is always tough all 
the way through and | think it will be the 
same this year,” 

On a national level he likes the preseason 
ratings picking the Tide high. ‘'l thought we 
would be (rated high),”” he said. ‘‘That's fun 
to be ranked up there. | also think we (the 
players) think we're one of the best teams in 
the country. We have a lot of confidence. 
Last year no one thought we were going to 
be any good. This year we're expected to do 
well, so that will add to the atmosphere 
among basketball people here.” 

Alabama's lofty ranking will be challenged 
early by a more difficult preseason schedule 
than the Tide ordinarily plays. “‘I think it’s ex- 
citing,” said Gottfried. ‘‘Games like Duke 
and Arkansas are the kind this program 
needs. If we can win those games that will 
boost us further up in the rankings.” 

Basketball at the level Alabama plays is de- 
manding. ‘For the most part it’s a lot of fun, 
but it’s a lot of work, too,” said Gottfried, 
whose athletic career has been limited almost 
exclusively to basketball (‘l used to think 
about playing football, but it’s right before 
basketball and I worried about getting hurt’’). 

“I've always played year-round, and the 
higher up you get you have to do that be- 
cause there are so many good players who 
are going to do that. We (Alabama players) 
try to play together as often as possible dur- 
ing the offseason, either in Memorial Coli- 
seum or at Foster Auditorium.” 

Coach Sanderson appreciates the work 
Gottfried has put in to become a starter on 
one of the nation’s most highly-regarded 
teams. '‘Mark has taken the abilities given 
him and put a lot into it,” said Sanderson. 
“He's always had shooting ability, although 
he’s been something of a streak shooter, and 
he’s made himself a better player defen- 
sively. He’s really helped us.”” 

Last year the 6'2”, 180-pounder averaged 
6.9 points per game, scoring in double digits 
nine times with high games of 14 points in 
four contests—against Florida State, Missis- 
sippi State and both games against LSU. As 
a sophomore he averaged 8.4 points per 
game. He has started 64 of the 66 games he 
has played at Alabama. 
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t took several circumstances to put Gott- 

fried in an Alabama uniform. His father, 
Joe, was basketball coach at Southern Illinois 
until being named assistant director of athlet- 
ics (he has since become athletics director) at 
South Alabama in Mobile prior to Mark’s 
senior season. ‘‘I thought about staying in 
Carbondale because we had four starters 
coming back on a team that | thought could 
win the state championship, but I finally de- 
cided I'd rather be with my family during my 
senior year,”’ said Mark. At UMS in Mobile he 
was able to play in only 13 games because of 
a stress fracture in his leg. However, his 21.6 
points and 11.2 assists averages were good 
enough to gain him all-state recognition fol- 
lowing the 1983 season and Midwest Bas- 
ketball tabbed him “National Sleeper of the 
Year”’ in its recruiting analysis. 

In 1982 Alabama’s point guard was Ennis 
Whatley, a freshman who was already All- 
Southeastern Conference. Alabama wasn't 
looking for a point guard and point guards 
weren't too interested in Alabama, either. 
Mark had gone to basketball camp at Oral 
Roberts in Tulsa, Oklahoma, and liked the 
area and the head coach, Ken Hayes, and so 
he picked Oral Roberts over Duke, Ohio 
State, Auburn and Ole Miss. Midway through 
his freshman season (he started from day 
one and averaged 8.1 points per game) his 
coach was fired and he knew he was going to 
transfer. He picked Bama over Tulsa and 
Kansas where his uncle, Mike, was head 
football coach (he is now head coach at Pitts- 
burgh). Mark expected Whatley to be the 
point guard while he sat out his redshirt sea- 
son in 1983-84, but Whatley surprised al- 
most everyone by going into the NBA draft. 

While Gottfried sat out the season, Terry 
Coner established himself as a top performer 
at point guard in relief of senior starter Eric 
Richardson. When Bama got 1984-85 pre- 
season drills under way, Gottfried was ex- 
pected to be battling Coner for the starting 
job. However, he soon found himself 
pressed into action at the wing guard spot, 
where he has been ever since. “‘Initially I ex- 
pected to have a chance to play point,” says 
Gottfried, ‘‘but with Terry Coner’s play it’s 
obvious why he’s playing one guard and I’m 
playing two. (Basketball positions are com- 
monly numbered by coaches and players— 
one is point guard, two wing guard, three 
small forward, four power forward and five 
center.) 

Competition for playing time at the wing 
spot comes from another former all-state 
point guard who left the state of Alabama, 
then transferred back to the Crimson Tide, 
J.J. Jackson. Jackson, who was the leading 
scorer in the Missouri Valley Conference at 


Mark Gottfried has been a fixture at the wing 
guard spot for Alabama the past two years 
and the Crimson Tide has reached the Final 
16 of the NCAA championships both sea- 
sons. He’s hoping for big things in his final 
year. Barry Fikes Photo 


West Texas State, can also spell Coner at 
point. Additionally, Gottfried has competi- 
tion from men who swing at the small for- 
ward spot, starter Jim Farmer and top 
backup man Craig Dudley. 

Every analysis of 1986-87 Alabama bas- 
ketball notes the quality depth at the guard 
spots. “I think there’s more opportunity for 
our guards this year than ever before,” said 
Gottfried. ‘‘Part of it is us being so experi- 
enced. This will be the third year that Terry 
and I have played together and Jim has been 
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here, too, so we’ve been together on the pe- 
rimeter a lot. The other reason for the op- 
portunity is the three-point clock.” 

Sanderson says the strength of the team 
starts with the backcourt, where he cites 
quality depth. 

Nevertheless, Gottfried doesn’t look for a 
change in Bama offensive philosophy, which 
is inside oriented. “‘It (the inside system) is 
tough sometimes because you have (scoring) 
expectations for yourself and your family and 
friends have expectations for you and it's not 
easy for them to understand our philoso- 
phy,” says Mark. ‘‘But if you look back on 
our record the past few years and see where 
we've been on a national level, well, | 
wouldn't trade having been in the final 16 the 
last two years for a higher scoring average.”’ 


H: goal as a senior is to continue to be a 
part of a successful team. “‘Every player 
who plays would like to score more, but over 
the past two years Alabama has won because 
we haven't had guys concerned about point 
production,” said Gottfried. “We've got a lot 
of guys capable of scoring. | feel good about 
my role in helping others score. Somebody's 
got to do that; we’ve only got one basketball 
out there.” 

He also knows that most of the publicity 
goes to the scorers. “We've had Bobby Lee 
(Hurt), then Buck (Johnson) and now Terry 
(Coner) and Derrick (McKey). Derrick has 
got to be considered the best or at least one 
of the best players in the conference. They 
deserve the recognition they’ve gotten. But 
I've noticed that wherever | go I’m recog- 
nized as a part of Alabama basketball, and 
that’s positive,” 

Mark also has goals beyond Alabama. 
“Every player at this level dreams of playing 
in the pros,” he said. “‘All of us know people 
playing pro ball and we watch the pros. It's a 
dream I've had since I was five years old, | 
guess. But | also recognize that it’s very diffi- 
cult to make it in the NBA. It’s partly a matter 
of being in the right place at the right time. If 
it happens, it’s icing on the cake.” He would 
also consider playing in Europe under the 
right circumstances and could also join the 
Athletes In Action team. (He has played on 
Athletes In Action teams in summer play, 
touring the Philippines, Hong Kong, China, 
Germany, Austria and Hungary.) 

Eventually he hopes to coach. “I may be 
coaching next year or it may be five years 
from now,” he said. “But that’s not some- 
thing I’m going to worry about until after 
we've finished this season.”” Nothing would 
suit him better than for that finish to come in 
late March in the Superdome in New Orle- 
ans, site of this year’s NCAA Final Four. 
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Wilson Pecan Co. 
P.O. Box 1257 
Foley, AL 36536 
(205)943-4320 
1-800-654-6849 


1. Pearls $15 Ib. 
This Wilson Family original begins with se- 
lect pecan halves coated with our finest 
mouth-watering white chocolate to make an 
unforgettable taste experience. Packed in 
large collectable tin. 


2. Pecan Divinity $14.50 Ib. 
Divinity Lovers take heart! Our original rec- 
ipe candy is lightly fluffed with a generous 
amount of pecan pieces for that special treat 
especially for you. Packed in large collecta- 
ble tin. 


3. Pecan Clusters $14.50 Ib. 
Simply Scrumptious best describes these 
pecan backs. Our fine pecan pieces coated 
with chewy caramel surrounded by delicious 
milk chocolate makes this a candy lover's 
dream. Packed in large collectable tin. 


4. Pralines $14.50 Ib. 
Maple syrup, pecans and brown sugar care- 
fully cooked to perfection make these pra- 
lines Old South goodness at its best. Packed 
in large collectable tin. 


5. Coconut Patti $14.50 Ib. 
Chocolate and coconut lover's favorite. 
Fresh, creamy coconut lavishly coated with 
our finest dark chocolate. Packed in large 
collectable tin. 


5C. Combo $15 Ib. 
A memorable combination of Pearls, Pecan 
Divinity, Pecan Clusters, Pralines and Co- 
conut Patti. Packed in large collectable tin. 


6. Pecan Log $5.50 140z. 
Traditional favorite made The Old-Fash- 
ioned Way. A fluffy nougat center wrapped 
in caramel and coated with select pecan 
pieces. 


Large Pecan Halves 
20. 2 Ib box $14.95 
30. 3 Ib box $19.00 
50. 5 Ib box $26.95 


(| Check enclosed 


(_] Visa/MasterCard 


Card Number 
Exp. Date 


Please list additional orders separately 
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There’re Some 


New 
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Kids In Town 


by Jan Miller 


Tide basketball team 
needs several 
introductions 


I has been said that one of the keys to a suc- 
cessful team is having players who will ask 
questions and who want to learn. In the case 
of Alabama’s women’s basketball team, 
many of the players may be asking questions 
like “‘Where is the library?” 

That's because eight of the 13 names on 
the Lady Tide roster are about as familiar to 
Tide fans as microwaves were to your grand- 
mother. The 1986-87 class includes a slew of 
small forwards and speedy guards, picked 
from Alabama’s exhaustive national recruit- 
ing search. 

Indiana's Kim Barrier figures to be promi- 
nent with her outstanding shooting ability 
and muscle strength that will allow her to play 
either inside or outside, as should Alabamian 
dulie Beaty, the state’s pride at the guard slot, 
who has impressed coaches and players 
across the Southeast. 

Sissy Braden, Laura Heard and Tusca- 
loosa’s Johna Williams will have their teeth 
bared going for the forward positions while 
Beaty and junior transfer Tina Moore from 
Scottsdale Community College will chal- 
lenge for guard honors. 

Although height is lacking from Bama’s 
newest inductees, it is quite evident in 6-2 
dackie Rasenberg, a high jumper who com- 
peted on the track and field team this past 
year and who has now turned to her first 
love, basketball, Stephanie Meier, a walk-on 
athlete from Wilmington, Delaware, will also 
be attending Alabama in the fall and pushing 
the others for time as a quard/forward. 

This “new crew” of Lady Tiders has been 
selected by Bama’s coaching staff specifically 
to blend well with the varied talents of Ala- 
bama’s returning athletes. Center Dee Dee 
Davis at 6-4 has a renewed determination to 
own the paint this year and, as the only sen- 
ior, will provide vital leadership and quidance 
for the Crimson Tide’s baby boom. 

Experience on the floor will also come 
from four able-bodies as guards Shelly Pyles, 
Tracey Rutledge and Nia Jones return to 
show the youngsters a thing or two at the 
point and two spot, Junior Cynthia Mc- 


Dougle will be back at her forward position as 
well, battling hard for playing rights. 


H23 Coach Lois Myers enters her sec- 
ond year at the helm and is flanked by 
assistants Mike Kindred and new mom Sheni 
Smelser, and looks to this season as a prov- 
erbial “rebuilding year’ for Alabama with the 
loss of all-time leading scorer/rebounder 
Carol Smith, all-time assists leader and sec- 
ond leading scorer Sandra Rushing, third 
leading scorer and rebounder Terrie Howell, 
and top reserve DeDe Dubose, who kept the 
Alabama bench the threat it was last year. 

Myers looks for the Southeastern Confer- 
ence to continue as the national power it has 
always been with Tennessee and Auburn at 
the forefront, and Vanderbilt, Georgia, Mis- 
sissippi and LSU nipping at their heels. If Ala- 
bama's young players can adapt quickly to 
the collegiate framework in the classroom 
and in the gym, she thinks her Lady Tide 
could be right up there as well. 

“We are indeed quite young this year and 
how we fare will be largely up to our recruited 
class,” Myers says. ‘‘They are relatively in- 
experienced and will have a lot to learn, but 
it's up to them how fast they progress. They 
are all exceptional students (Proposition 48 
was no problem as the coaching staff signed 
no one under a 3.10) and exceptional people 
and they will have to be ready to play for us. 
That will mean hard work for the entire ros- 
ter. Our goals are to establish a game plan 
that will work for our team this year, to orient 
our freshmen and transfers with college ball 
and college life and to build a firm foundation 
in the fundamentals.” 

The conditioning program, under the 
watchful eye of Coach Kindred, emphasized 
a lot of sprint work and diagonal movement 
as well as weight workouts designed to ac- 
cent and build the strengths needed for the 
Lady Tide strategies. Three tournaments 
have been scheduled with the specific goal of 
providing concentrated game experience 
and training. 

“We wanted to schedule as many games 
before Christmas as we could, getting the 
bulk in before we start the demanding SEC 
schedule because we are so young,”’ Myers 
explains. ‘‘That should help us improve and 
increase both our confidence and skill level. 
The endurance and stamina needed for tour- 
nament play will mold well with our condi- 
tioning base.” 
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History Of 
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Alabama Athletics: 


That Championship Season: 1961 


by John Aieilo 


Defense was the key as 
Bama roared through 
1961 undefeated, shutting 
out six foes 


n one word, Cotton Clark tried to put his 

finger on the driving force behind the suc- 
cess of the 1961 University of Alabama foot- 
ball team. 

“Confidence,” said Clark, a hard-nosed 
halfback on that squad. ‘Everybody on the 
team had confidence. If you've got that, you 
can win.” 

And win they did. 

That 1961 team, which went undefeated 
and won a national championship, the first 
during the long, legendary coaching career of 
the late Paul W. Bryant, is celebrating its sil- 
ver anniversary this year. 

Talk about a dramatic reversal of fortunes. 

When Bryant came home to his alma ma- 
ter in 1958 to return the program to national 
prominence, confidence was a scarce com- 
modity at the Capstone. 

Bryant, who played on the undefeated 
1934 Tide team that beat Stanford 29-13 in 
the Rose Bowl, had already secured his rep- 
utation as a program builder for his work at 


Kentucky and Texas A&M. ¥ as < SS 

But this time he really had his hands full. ai “ 

He inherited an Alabama football program NFS 
in shambles. The once-proud Crimson Tide e, ; - : ‘ 
tradition had taken a beating. The three sea- a. 


sons prior to his arrival were 0-10, 2-7-1 and 
2-7-1. 

Obviously, Alabama needed a shot in the 
arm of confidence, and Bryant had just the 


Billy Neighbors was named All-America as 
Alabama won the national championship in 
1961, Coach Bryant’s fourth year at the 
helm of the Crimson Tide. 

University of Alabama Photo 
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right prescription—a strong dose of solid 
recruiting. 

He found men like Billy Neighbors, Lee 
Roy Jordan, Tommy Brooker and the late 
Pat Trammell whose names are now some of 
the most famous in Crimson Tide history. 

“The Alabama tradition was re-estab- 
lished the day Coach Bryant walked on the 
campus,” Clark said, ‘‘He instilled in us a 
sense of winning and pride. He made us be- 
lieve we could beat anybody.” 

Neighbors recalls how Bryant brought up 
winning a national championship in the first 
team meeting during the “58 preseason. 

“IT remember exactly what he said,” 
Neighbors said. ‘‘He said that if you pass 
your schoolwork and do what tell you to do, 
we'll win the national championship. | think 
103 started out as freshmen and | believe 
seven of us finished as seniors on the ‘61 
team.” 

There was a similar meeting the following 
year, according to Jordan, 

“In my first meeting as a freshman during 
the '59 season,” Jordan said, ““Coach Bryant 
came in and said that if we committed our- 
selves to play to the best of our ability, he'd 
guarantee that we'd have a national cham- 
pionship team before we graduated.” 

The meetings served their purpose as 
Clark was quick to point out. 

“Coach Bryant kept his word,” Clark said. 
“We did win a national championship and 
that’s the bottom line.” 


he team was built around its defense. 

Alabama shut out six opponents—in- 
cluding the last five teams the Tide met in 
regular season play—and allowed only 22 
points during the regular season, no oppo- 
nent scoring more than seven. 

“Back when we played,” Clark said, “we 
centered our team around defense more 
than offense, It was usually three yards and a 
cloud of dust. Very few teams back then had 
dominating offenses.’ 

“Coach Bryant liked to stress defense and 
the kicking game,’’ Neighbors said. “We'd 
kick the other team ina hole, they'd make a 
mistake and we'd take the ball in and score. 
Our defense worked because of people like 
Lee Roy Jordan.” 

Clark said that playing in the Tide second- 
ary was easy with a linebacker like Jordan. 

“T didn’t miss many tackles,” Clark said, 
“because Lee Roy played in front of me and 
he didn’t miss any tackles. Lee Roy liked to 


Quarterback Pat Trammell was the unques- 
tioned on-the-field leader of Bama’s 1961 
national championship team. 

University of Alabama Photo 


hit people and he knew how his position 
should be played.” 

Jordan says he likes to think of himself as 
an ‘‘aggressive”’ player rather than plain and 
simple mean. 

“T don’t think | was a mean player,” Jor- 
dan said. *‘Off the field, I was a pussycat. But 
once | was on the field, | was very aggressive. 
I feel the football field is a place to compete 
and show what kind of character you have. 

“T think the main reason | was so aggres- 
sive was that I had less ability and size. | had 
to dedicate myself more and work hard to 
make up for that.” 

There was no free substitution in 1961, 
and most players were forced both ways. 
Two substitutions were allowed, one nor- 
mally being the quarterback. 

The heaviest player was Neighbors, the 
All-America tackle whose strength was de- 
fense. But sometimes, as Neighbors can at- 
test, playing both ways could be confusing. 
An incident from his sophomore season is 
evidence. 

“The bunch I played on went both ways,” 
Brooker said. ‘‘We were on defense one time 
when the other team threw a pass, which got 
batted in the air. Billy catches it and I thought 
he was going to run, but he stood still. 

“When someone makes an interception, 
he’s supposed to holler, ‘bingo.’ That gives 
everybody else the signal to get out and 


49641 Champions To Be Honored 
Members of Alabama’s 1961 national championship team, celebrating their silver anni- 
versary, will be recognized in ceremonies at this year’s Temple game November 15. 
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block for him. But Neighbors forgot what to 
yell and he just hollered help about three 
times and went to his knees with the ball.” 

“Yeah, | remember that,” Jordan said with 
a laugh. “I remember all the kidding Billy 
took the next couple of days, too.”’ 

Because of the platoon system used during 
1961, Neighbors says that the team came 
closer together. 

“You all had to play together on offense 
and defense,” Neighbors said, ‘‘Both offense 
and defense worked together in practice. 
Nowadays, the defense goes in one part and 
the offense goes in another part. 

“There still is a lot of closeness among the 
guys who played there during that time. 
Probably more than there is now or ever will 
be again.” 


mong his many other achievements, 

Coach Bryant may have set a national 
poor-mouthing mark prior to that season as 
he predicted “‘We won't win a conference 
game. We'll be lucky to make a first down 
against a conference team.” 

The Tide started with a startling 32-6 vic- 
tory over Georgia in Athens. Although Bama 
was sloppy the following week, the 9-0 win 
over Tulane was the first of the shutouts. The 
Tide was back on track in running roughshod 
over Vanderbilt the next week, 35-6, After 
three straight conference wins, Bama 
stepped out of the league to take on Roman 
Gabriel-led North Carolina State. The future 
pro star had a good game against Alabama, 
but the Tide prevailed, 26-7. Tennessee was 
the last foe to score a point, but the Vols 
came up well short as Alabama rolled, 34-3. 
The 31-point win ended a three-game losing 
streak at the hands of the Orange. 

The Tide then posted shutouts against 
Houston (17-0), Mississippi State (24-0), 
Richmond (66-0), Georgia Tech (10-0) and 
Auburn (34-0). Alabama had been ranked 
second behind Texas going into the Tech 
game. Bama was nursing a 3-0 lead in a 
hard-fought game when the announcement 
came that TCU had upset the Longhorns. 
Alabama's win pushed the Tide to number 
one. 

Following the win over Auburn came the 
announcement that national championship 
trophies from the Associated Press, United 
Press International and The National Foot- 
ball Foundation and Hall of Fame would be 
headed to Tuscaloosa. 

Neighbors was a consensus All-America 
(as Jordan would be the following year) and 
he was joined on the 11-man All-SEC first 
team by quarterback Trammell and junior 
fullback Mike Fracchia. Jordan was on the 


second team, Brooker the third. 
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Best In Our Lifetime 

Tennessee Head Coach Johnny Majors 
didn’t spare the superlatives in discussion of 
Alabama outside linebacker Cornelius Ben- 
nett following Bama’s 56-28 blasting of the 
Vols. “I’m glad this is Bennett’s last year,” 
said Majors, ‘‘! don’t think I have ever seena 
college football player who is more intense, 
more talented and physical, and plays with 
more intelligence than Bennett in my life. We 
won't see any better in our lifetime.” 

Discussion of all-star candidates and 
professional football prospects can last a long 
time when talk turns to Alabama. Bennett, of 
course, is almost assured of consensus All- 
America citation and he is universally ex- 
pected to be one of the first few players taken 
in this year’s National Football League draft. 
He is a leading candidate for the Butkus 
Award (given to the nation’s best linebacker) 
and the Lombardi Award (given to the top 
lineman) and will finish high in Heisman Tro- 
phy balloting. 

Bama has big advantages in getting play- 
ers named to all-star teams in that the Tide is 
a big winner and because Alabama is so 
often televised. As a result, Alabama can 
realistically push five other Tiders for All- 
America mention, even though two of them 
are going to have trouble making first team 
All-Southeastern Conference. Mike Shula 
does what a quarterback is supposed to do, 
which is lead his team to victory, but his sta- 
tistics pale in comparison to those of Missis- 
sippi State’s Don Smith. Wes Neighbors has 
been an outstanding performer at center for 
four years for Bama and is once again the 
leader of Bama’s offensive line, but Auburn 
has been pushing Ben Tamburello about like 
Alabama pushes Bennett, which makes the 
Tiger snapper the favorite to be the All-SEC 
center. 

Noseguard Curt Jarvis, another four-year 
starter who has received previous honors, 
has earned credentials against good compe- 
tition and should receive All-America men- 
tion. Al Bell won't make All-America because 
Alabama’s emphasis on the running game 
deflates his statistics, but he’s widely recog- 
nized as one of the nation’s best receivers 
and should do well in all-conference ballot- 
ing. And look for Bell ta be drafted ahead of 
some who earn more honors. 

Van Tiffin is the holder of so many kicking 
records which have been well-chronicled 
that he has a real shot at All-America and is 
almost certainly going to be the All-SEC 
placekicker. 

Being a preseason All-SEC pick often pays 
dividends in post season selections, which 
will help Tide linebacker Wayne Davis (even 
though his tackle statistics are down a bit this 
year) and corerback Freddie Robinson 
(who is having a good year). Offensive guard 
Bill Condon should be a lock for at least All- 


SEC. In addition to being a preseason pick, 
he also plays a position which voters (mostly 
sportswriters and sportscasters) have a hard 
time knowing about. Although he's not 
proud of it, Condon’s televised confrontation 
with Head Coach Ray Perkins added to his 
name recognition, which will help at selection 
time. 

One Tider who has moved into the thick of 
All-SEC competition is tailback Bobby Hum- 
phrey. At least half of preseason speculation 
on Alabama's running game would have put 
Gene Jelks at tailback, but Jelks has been in- 
jured through much of the season and Hum- 
phrey has emerged as one of the leaque’s 
finest runners. He's also a nifty receiver and 
kickoff return man. 

Some other Tiders who will be named to 
all-star teams at some level (though perhaps 
not first tearm) are wide receiver Greg Rich- 
ardson and strong safety Ricky Thomas. 


On The Pro List 

Many of those all-star candidates are sen- 
iors and a surprisingly large number of them 
can expect to be paid for playing football be- 
ginning next year. Cornelius Bennett should 
be listed in The Corolla as Alabama Senior 
Most Likely To Succeed because he’ll be a 
millionaire in a few months. 

Former Alabama Assistant Coach Bobby 
Marks, who is now a scout for the Denver 
Broncos, thinks as many as a dozen Tiders 
may get an opportunity in the National Foot- 
ball League. In addition to Bennett, he thinks 
Al Bell and Wayne Davis could be first round 
selections, and that Curt Jarvis (whose only 
fault is lacking a couple of inches in height) 
will be close to a first rounder. 

Van Tiffin, Freddie Robinson, Wes Neigh- 
bors and Mike Shula should go reasonably 
high, he thinks. Although Shula is often la- 
beled as hot a pro type quarterback, Marks 
points out that ‘‘a lot of teams are looking for 
quarterbacks like Mike and there are several 
like him in the NFL now. He's got the ability 
to do what they want, he’s very intelligent 
and has a great timing and feel for the 
game.” 

Greg Richardson has moved up the ladder 
in the eyes of the pros this year and his ability 
to be a kick return man adds to his value. 

Additionally, Marks thinks the pro scouts 
are taking hard looks at lineman Hoss John- 
son, cornerback Britton Cooper and strong 
safety Ricky Thomas. 

“There are 28 teams in the leaque and all 
of them do things a little differently, so a lot of 
different type players have certain opportun- 
ities," Marks points out. “‘A player we might 
have no interest in could conceivably play for 
a lot of other teams.” 


No Insurance 
A story in Gator Bait, a publication cover- 
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ing University of Florida athletics, reported 
that Florida quarterback Kerwin Bell's par- 
ents had taken out a $500,000 disability in- 
surance policy in case he is permanently 
injured. The report said the policy is available 
only for physically fit players who are on the 
insuror's (State Mutual Insurance Company) 
list of prospective high round NFL draft 
choices, The payoff comes if the player is in- 
jured on the field and cannot play football 
again. Cost of the policy for Bell was $4,800. 

The story quoted Mike Buckley of State 
Mutual as saying ‘‘Basically, all of the top 
players in the country have a policy.”’ As for 
the expense, Buckley said that any of the top 
players could secure a bank loan to cover the 
premium. 

A check of a few Alabama's top pro pros- 
pects indicates insurance sales were slow in 
Tuscaloosa. Cornelius Bennett said he con- 
sidered taking out a policy, “‘but it’s expen- 
sive and I didn’t want my mother to have to 
get a loan.”’ Curt Jarvis was approached and 
wasn’t sure if it was legal (it is) under NCAA 
rules, and went to Coach Perkins about it. 
“After talking with him and with my parents, 
and considering I’ve never had injury prob- 
lems, | decided it was too much money.” 
Wes Neighbors said he had heard about the 
insurance but was never approached person- 
ally. All three Tiders said they didn’t think 
any Alabama players were insured. 


The Magic Number 

Through this year’s Penn State game, Ray 
Perkins had coached Alabama in 43 games. 
In 16 of those games Bama has allowed 20 or 
more points and the Tide record is 7-9. In 27 
of those games Alabama has allowed fewer 
than 20 points and the Bama record is 22-4- 
V 

Perkins’ first team, the 1983 squad, al- 
lowed 20 or more points in six games and 
had a 2-4 mark, while the disastrous '84 
team gave up 20 or more five times and had 
a 1-4 record. Last year the Tide won all three 
games in which it gave up 20 or more points 
and this year is 1-1 in such games (the over- 
whelming victory over Tennessee, the dev- 
astating loss to Penn State). In 1983 the Tide 
was 6-0 in games in which it ‘allowed fewer 
than 20 points, in 1984 it was 4-2, last year 
6-2-1 and thus far this year 6-0. 


‘Spring’ Training Over 

College baseball's version of spring train- 
ing, which is fall practice and games, has 
ended. ‘‘The tragedy of our sport is that un- 
like professional baseball teams, which have 
spring training and then go into their sched- 
ule, we have our training then have to take 
off for three months before we begin play- 
ing,”’ said Alabama Head Coach Barry 
Shollenberger. 

Although he doesn’t put much stock in the 


record his team has in its fall games, played 
primarily against junior college teams, this 
year’s Bama team rolled up a 19-1 mark, the 
one loss coming at the hands of Shelton 
State (coached by former Tide pitching star 
Bobby Sprowl). Alabama had won 38 
straight fall games going back to 1983 before 
losing, then closed out the fall with nine more 
consecutive wins. In Shollenberger’s six 
years the Tide has played fall games five sea- 
sons and has a 94-13 record. 

Bama players will spend the rest of this se- 
mester in a conditioning program before 
starting back to practice in January. 

“We still have some questions,” said Shol- 
lenberger. ‘We have a lot of people with 
pretty much equal ability, which could be 
good or may not be.”’ Alabama is probably 
facing a rebuilding job unmatched in college 
athletics. Because of graduation and the 
professional draft, which took five under- 
classmen, Bama is having to find new starters 
for every position plus the designated hitter 
and also replace the top two starters and 
number one reliever from last year's team 
that made the NCAA tournament field. 

There have been pleasant surprises for 
Shollenberger. ‘Pat Monti came in and had 
a heck of a fall and won the shortstop job,” 
he said. “And Todd Anderson, a redshirted 
sophomore, hit .415 with 15 runs batted in in 
20 games.” 

Mike Sodders, who was 8-4 (one of the 
wins coming in the NCAA tournament) with 
a 3.88 earned run average last year, is ex- 
pected to be the Tide's top pitcher. Others 


BAMA IS BACK!! 


Remember Bama’s greatest 
victory ever, by wearing this 
50th Ironbow! Commemorative 
Keepsake Quartz Watch. 

This collectors item (Leather 
Band 1 year Warranty) shows 
record 52 yards winning Field 
Goal, signal from Referee, 
and score of the game 
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Collegiate Product. 
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with limited experience who will be counted 
on are Jake Stott, Meredith Sanford, Mike 
Hanks, Todd Poelstra and Chris Taylor. 

Hardluck pitcher Gordie Hershiser, 
plagued by elbow problems the past two 
years, ‘‘thinks he’s going to be ready and that 
would be a shot in the arm for us,” said 
Shollenberger. 


Tide On TV 

Seven Southeastern Conference basket- 
ball games have been selected for national 
television coverage, including the February 7 
Kentucky at Alabama contest. The game will 
be on NBC beginning at noon CST. 

Alabama was also selected for a split na- 
tional game on NBC when the Tide goes to 
LSU February 14. That tipoff will be at 2 p.m. 
CST. 

To the surprise of no one, Kentucky is to 
be on six of the eight national telecasts in- 
volving SEC teams. LSU got three apper- 
ances (including both of its games with 
Kentucky). 

The Southeastern Conference Tourna- 
ment finals will also be televised nationally on 
ABC, tipoff in Atlanta to be at 2 p.m. EST 
March 8. 

Alabama will be seen on the Jefferson Pilot 
syndication network against Kentucky in 
Lexington January 7, at Ole Miss January 
17, at Vanderbilt February 11, at Auburn 
February 21 and at home to Florida Febru- 
ary 28. Jefferson Pilot will also telecast all 
SEC Tournament games prior to the cham- 
pionship contest. 
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Sharp Printing. 
- Sharp Pencil. 


Quality printing. Knowledgeable sales- 
people. Capable customer service reps. 
Talented craftsmen. State-of-the-art equip- 
ment. Dependable delivery. A genuine 
interest in your project and your success. 


You'd expect the price to be high—but 
we realize the lower the price, the higher 
the value for our customers. So we've 
spent a small fortune keeping our pricing 
pencils sharp. 


» Why not call EBSCO Media’ to discuss 
your next printing job. It could be an even 
sharper move for you. And your budget. 


EBSCO MEDIA 


801 5th Avenue South 
Birmingham, Alabama 35233 


205-323-1508 
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Schedules Of Alabama’s nee Football Opponents 


Cosmetic surgery has quickly become 
an accepted approach to improvement 
of appearance, and income is no 
longer considered a barrier. At the 
Cosmetic Surgery Clinic of Alabama 
your appearance is our main concern. 
Getting There: 

Anniston is a beautiful town conven- 
iently located midway between Bir- 
mingham and Atlanta. For those 
flying into Anniston please make us 
aware of your travel plans so that we 
might arrange for lodging and ground 
transportation. We will even assist 
those driving to our office | 
directions, and when possible a map. 


Being There: 

That’s the best part! The staff of the 
Cosmetic Surgery Clinic of Alabama 
is dedicated to assisting you with your 
needs. Whether it be out-patient or in- 


providing 


4 ‘ 


patient procedures, their approach to 
your care will have you in mind. 


While You’re There: 

During your consultation, you might 
select among the many procedures to 
improve your appearance: facelift to 
tighten loose skin around the face, 
eyelid surgery to remove baggy 
tissue, nose surgery to change the 
appearance or to improve the profile, 
fat extraction surgery to remove 
fatty deposits from stomach, thighs 
and legs, or breast enlargement 
procedures, to mention just a few. 


Your appearance 
IS OUL S| 


ecla 


You’ll Meet: 

For your consultation visit you will 
meet Dr. Charles Brentnall, a native 
of Alabama, and an experienced 
surgeon board certified by the 
American Board of Cosmetic Surg 
You will be pleased by his abilities 
and expertise. Most of all, you will be 
pleased by his approach to your care. 
Why Aren’t You There? 

So why aren’t you there? For a con- 
sultation visit call (205) 238-0808. 
The next best thing to being there is 
knowing that soon you will be. 


Cosmetic Surgery Clinic 


of Alabama 


CHARLES BRENTNALL, MD, PA 


5) 238-0808 
5) 249-0358 


1820 Leighton Avenue (2 
Anniston, Alabama (2 
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When Rick Rush created this serigraph edition, only 200 prints 
were produced. Yow only a fraction of the original edition 
remains. Each print is an original, hand-worked creation that is 
now being made available to you. 

Rush's first Alabama serigraph print ‘Sugar Bowl 1978 sold 
for only £200 at the time of it’s release, now it sells for $800. In 
1979 his second print of the Alabama Suite entitled, ‘You Better 
Pass; Sugar Bowl 1979” was released at $500 and today sells 
for well over $1,000. 


The evidence of his success is in the list of collector's who 
own his work and the exposure his work has received. His work 
is represented in famous collections including; a United States 
President; the corporate art collection of Malcolm Forbes, 
Forbes Magazine President; and athletes such as Kareem Abdul 
Jabbar. He has appeared on a nationally televised talk show and 
has been the subject of an Educational Television Yetwork 
special program. He was contracted by IYBC Sports to do the 
fine art work for their production of the Rose Bowl which was, 
seen by over 700 million viewers. 


As the work of Rick Rush becomes a pictorial of sports nisi ; i i, 
so will his relationship with the Greatest Coach that ever livéd/, *» 


“COACH PAUL “BEAR” BRYANT’ 


The print is absolutely limited to 200 prints. The image size is 19 inches 
by 25 inches with suttable margins for framing. The price is 425.00 per 


print. 
Name and Address of Collector 
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ORDER TODAY: CALL 1-800-654-5155 
1-205-339- 3899 (inside Alabama) 

OR WRITE: JIREH PUBLISHING 

P.O. BOX 206, TUSCALOOSA, AL 535402 


Please indicate the number of prints desired. 
Quantity 
0 Enclosed is payment of 425.00 per print plus 4% sales tax (Alabama 
residents only) of *17.00 for a total of 442.00. 

O Please ship my prints C.O.D. and include shipping and handling 
charges. 

D Enclosed is my down payment of 100.00. | agree to make 4 equal 
monthly payments of *88 on the remaining balance. 

©) Charge my Visa or Master Charge credit card. 

(Please indicate your card preference.) 

Acct. Number 


Exp. Date 
Master Charge Inter Bank Number 
Signature 


